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Freedom to Breathe & The Prison Cell 
Pages 1261 – 1267 

 
Sensory details are words and phrases that appeal to readers’ senses of sight, 
smell, hearing, taste, or touch. Look for sensory details in the following poems.  
 
Freedom to Breathe – page 1262 
 

1. Identify at least 2 sensory details in the first 2 paragraphs that help the reader imagine 
the setting. 

 
 
 

2. Where is the speaker?  

 
 
 

3. What phrases does the speaker use to recreate what he hears in the garden.   

 
 
 
 

4. How has imprisonment affected the speaker? 

 
 
 
 

5. What is the speaker’s message about freedom? 

 
 
 
 

6. How strong is the speaker’s spirit? Use examples from the selection to support your 
answer.  
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The Prison Cell – pages 1266 - 1267 
 

7. Where is the speaker?  

 
 
 

8. Who is the speaker talking to in the poem?  

 
 
 

9. What is the speaker’s attitude in the poem?  

 
 
 

10. How has imprisonment affected the speaker? 
 
 

 
11. What is the speaker’s message about freedom? 

 
 
 
 

12. How strong is the speaker’s spirit? Use examples from the selection to support your 
answer.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13. On a separate piece of paper write a 3 paragraph essay comparing and contrasting the 
speakers and their messages about freedom. Which speaker do you think is stronger in 
spirit? Use the answers to the questions above to help you write your essay.    
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