The Warriors, Siddhartha, and Herman Hesse
The Warriors and Siddhartha 

 Siddhartha is a coming of age story about individuality and self discovery.  Throughout the story the main character is constantly searching for the best way to live his life.  The book truly chips away at the English 10 theme, “How should we live?”  As adolescents growing up in Tehachapi, the members of the band The Warriors were able to relate with many of the themes of Siddhartha and dedicated their album “Beyond the Noise” to conceptualize the themes found in the book.  Throughout the Siddhartha unit we will be identifying literary elements and themes found in the book Siddhartha and comparing them to themes and ideas found in the lyrics of The Warriors’ songs.  The purpose of this is not to simply listen to loud music in class, but to compare parallel themes and concepts from two different mediums.  The purpose of literature is to convey concepts and ideas about life or information using particular modes of writing like: fiction, nonfiction, poetry, or even song lyrics.  This should be a fun unit where students are able to understand and identify literary elements and themes set by the state standards, and also analyze the lyrics of a local band whose life experiences and situations they can relate to.  
Herman Hesse
Herman Hesse explored in his work the duality of spirit and an individual's spiritual search outside restrictions of the society. Hesse was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1946. Several of Hesse's novels depict the protagonist's journey into the inner self. A spiritual guide assists the hero in his quest for self-knowledge and shows the way beyond a world deluded by money, possessions, and time. A visit in India in 1911 was a disappointment for Hesse, but it gave start to Hesse's studies of Eastern religions and philosophies, that helped him with the idea for the novel Siddhartha (1922). The book Siddhartha is based on the early life of Siddhartha Gautama, a Brahmin son that rebels against his father's teaching and traditions. Eventually he achieves his ultimate goal. The culture of ancient India and the ancient China had a great influence on Hesse's work. 
The following are cultural terms that are found in the book Siddhartha:
 Ascetic* 

A general term for a person who denies themselves some of the necessities of life, such as food, clothing, and shelter. Often such a person goes to the extreme of rejecting all social norms and expectations. 

Atman* 

An individual's soul or self. The ultimate goal in Hinduism is to achieve moksha through the realization that one's Atman and Brahman is the same thing. This is accomplished through different types of meditation.

Brahmin/Brahman* 

A Brahmin is a person usually from an old, respected family who, because of wealth and social position, wields considerable social, economic, and political power. Brahmin is also referred to as a power behind and within the cosmos that makes everything in the world function and live. One of the recurring goals in Hinduism is to understand the link between Brahman-the force behind the cosmos-and the Atman--the soul of each individual human. 

OM*
The most famous mantra, used as a meditational device in many forms of yoga. This sound is believed to be an aspect of the creation of the cosmos. 

Samsara * 

The cycle of suffering through death and rebirth in both Hinduism and Buddhism. Those who cannot achieve the ultimate goal of enlightenment have to continuously go through the cycle of reincarnation. 

Upanishads * 

The Upanishads are the latest of religious writings to be considered part of the Vedic period, written between the eighth and third centuries BCE. These are collections of stories, discussions, and instructions addressing issues of the relationship between the human and the ultimate realms. 
